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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Singer 
et al.(US Patent 7,017,040). 

As to claim 1 , Singer discloses a method of updating a non-essential 
region(signed data portion 54, see Fig. 2) stored in a memory device(flash memory 26, 
see Fig. 1) in a computer system(system 10, see Fig. 1), the method comprising 
building an image file(BIOS update file 50, see Fig. 2), the image file comprising an 
essential region(unsigned data portion 56, see Fig. 2) for storing program code required 
for booting the computer system and the non-essential region for storing optional 
program code(signed data 60, see Fig. 2) for the computer system(see Item 102, Fig 3). 
Singer also discloses the method comprising copying the image file to the memory 
device in the computer system(see Item 114, Fig. 3), and following copying the image 
file to the memory device in the computer system, updating only the non-essential 
region in the memory device to update the optional program code for the computer 
system(see column 4, lines 12-19). 
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As to claim 2, Singer discloses the method wherein the non-essential region in 
the image file comprises at least one non-essential block(see signed data portion 54 
and signed data 60, Fig. 2). 

As to claim 3, Singer discloses the method further comprising reserving at least 
one of a plurality of sectors(flash memory modules 28, see Fig. 1) in the memory device 
for storing the at least one non-essential block. 

As to claim 4, Singer discloses the method wherein updating the non-essential 
region in the memory device comprises mapping the at least one non-essential block to 
the at least one reserved sector in the memory device(see column 2, lines 38-52). 

As to claim 5, Singer discloses the method wherein updating the non-essential 
region in the memory device comprises mapping each non-essential block to a portion 
of the at least one reserved sector in the memory device(see column 2, lines 38-52). 

As to claim 6, Singer discloses the method wherein the portion of the at least one 
reserved sector in the memory device is a paragraph multiple(see column 2, lines 38- 
52). 

As to claim 7, Singer discloses the method wherein the program code in the 
essential region comprises a power-on self test (POST) routine(see column 2, lines 27- 
37). 

As to claim 8, Singer discloses the method wherein the at least one non-essential 
block comprises a header(volume header 58, see Fig. 2) and at least one module(list of 
locations, see column 2, lines 40-41). 
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As to claim 9, Singer discloses the method wherein the header is located at the 
beginning of the at least one non-essential block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 10, Singer discloses the method wherein the header comprises a 
pointer to a first module in the at least one non-essential block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 1 1 , Singer discloses the method wherein the at least one module 
comprises a module header(volume header 58, see Fig. 2) and module data(data 61, 
see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 12, Singer discloses the method wherein the module header 
comprises a pointer to a next module in the at least one non-essential block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 13, Singer discloses the method wherein the module data comprises 
at least one of graphics data, a language module, and diagnostic tools(see column 2, 
lines 45-47). 

As to claim 14, Singer discloses a computer system(system 10, see Fig. 1) for 
updating non-essential data(signed data portion 54, see Fig. 2) in a memory 
device(flash memory 26, see Fig. 1), comprising the memory device for storing an 
image file(BIOS update file 50, see Fig. 2), the image file comprising an essential 
region(unsigned data portion 56, see Fig. 2) for storing program code required for 
booting the computer system and the non-essential region for storing optional program 
code(signed data 60, see Fig. 2) for the computer system(see Item 102, Fig 3). Singer 
also discloses the computer system comprising a memory(memory 14, see Fig. 1) for 
storing a program(BIOS installation process 25, see Fig. 1) containing code for updating 
the image file stored in the memory device, and a processor(processor 12, see Fig. 1), 
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functionally coupled to the memory and associated with the memory device, wherein the 
processor is responsive to computer-executable instructions contained in the program 
and operative to copy the image file to the memory device(see Item 1 14, Fig. 3), and 
update only the non-essential region in the memory device to update the non-essential 
data in the memory device after copying the image file(see column 4, lines 12-19). 

As to claim 15, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the non-essential 
region in the image file comprises at least one non-essential block(see signed data 
portion 54 and signed data 60, Fig. 2). 

As to claim 16, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the memory 
device comprises a plurality of sectors(flash memory modules 28, see Fig. 1) for storing 
the at least one non-essential block. 

As to claim 17, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the at least one 
non-essential block comprises a header(volume header 58, see Fig. 2) and at least one 
module(list of locations, see column 2, lines 40-41). 

As to claim 18, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the header is 
located at the beginning of the non-essential block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 19, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the at least one 
module comprises a module header(volume header 58, see Fig. 2) and module 
data(data 61, see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 20, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the module data 
comprises program code(see Fig. 2). 



Application/Control Number: 10/736,380 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2116 

As to claim 21 , Singer discloses the computer system wherein the module data 
comprises at least one of graphics data, a language module, and diagnostic tools(see 
column 2, lines 45-47). 

As to claim 22, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the essential 
region in the image file comprises critical program code(see column 2, lines 53-55). 

As to claim 23, Singer discloses the computer system wherein the critical 
program code comprises a power-on self test (POST) routine(see column 2, lines 27- 
37). 

As to claim 24, Singer discloses a computer-readable medium(system 10, see 
Fig. 1) having computer-executable instructions for performing steps comprising 
building an image file(BIOS update file 50, see Fig. 2), the image file comprising an 
essential region(unsigned data portion 56, see Fig. 2) for storing program code required 
for booting the computer system and a non-essential region(signed data portion 54, see 
Fig. 2) for storing optional program code(signed data 60, see Fig. 2) for the computer 
system(see Item 102, Fig 3). Singer also discloses the computer-readable medium 
comprising instructions for copying the essential region and the non-essential region to 
a memory device(flash memory 26, see Fig. 1) (see Item 114, Fig. 3), and following 
copying the essential region and the non-essential region to the memory device, 
updating only the non-essential region in the memory device(see column 4, lines 12- 
19). 
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As to claim 25, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
non-essential region in the image file comprises at least one non-essential block(see 
signed data portion 54 and signed data 60, Fig. 2). 

As to claim 26, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium further 
comprising reserving at least one of a plurality of sectors(flash memory modules 28, see 
Fig. 1) in the memory device for storing the at least non-essential block. 

As to claim 27, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein 
updating only the non-essential region in the memory device comprises mapping the at 
least one non- essential block to the at least one reserved sector in the memory 
device(see column 2, lines 38-52). 

As to claim 28, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein 
updating only the non-essential region in the memory device comprises mapping each 
non-essential block to a portion of the at least one reserved sector in the memory 
device(see column 2, lines 38-52). 

As to claim 29, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
portion of the at least one reserved sector in the memory device is a paragraph 
multiple(see column 2, lines 38-52). 

As to claim 30, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
program code in the essential region comprises a power-on self test (POST) routine(see 
column 2, lines 27-37). 
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As to claim 31 , Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the at 
least one non-essential block comprises a header(volume header 52, see Fig. 2) and at 
least one module(list of locations, see column 2, lines 40-41). 

As to claim 32, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
header is located at the beginning of the at least one non-essential block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 33, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
header comprises a pointer to a first module in the at least one non-essential block(see 
Fig. 2). 

As to claim 34, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the at 
least one module comprises a module header(volume header 58, see Fig. 2) and 
module data(data 61, see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 35, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
module header comprises a pointer to a next module in the at least one non-essential 
block(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 36, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
module data comprises program code(see Fig. 2). 

As to claim 37, Singer discloses the computer-readable medium wherein the 
module data comprises at least one of graphics data, a language module, and 
diagnostic tools(see column 2, lines 45-47). 

As to claim 38, Singer discloses a method of utilizing a non-essential 
region(signed data portion 54, see Fig. 2) in a memory device(flash memory 26, see 
Fig. 1) for executing updated program code, the method comprising searching the non- 
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essential region in the memory device for at least one module(BIOS update file 50, see 
Fig. 2), wherein the memory device comprises a plurality of modules(unsigned data 
portion 56, see Fig. 2) containing program code(signed data 60, see Fig. 2) for a 
computer system(system 10, see Fig. 1) (see Item 102, Fig 3), and if the at least one 
module is found in the non-essential region, then executing the program code in the at 
least one module, wherein the at least one module in the non-essential region contains 
an updated version of the program code for the computer system(see column 4, lines 
12-19). 

As to claim 39, Singer discloses the method further comprising if the at least one 
module(list of locations, see column 2, lines 40-41) is not found in the non-essential 
region, then searching an essential region in the memory device for the at least one 
module, wherein the at least one module in the essential region contains a current 
version(update command list 66, see Fig. 2) of the program code for the computer 
system , and if the at least one module is found in the essential region, then executing 
the program code in the at least one module(see column 2, line 38- column 3 line 11). 

As to claim 40, Singer discloses the method wherein the at least one module 
further comprises a module header(volume header 68, see Fig. 2), the module header 
comprising an identification(signature 59, see Fig! 2) of the program code contained in 
the at least one module. 

As to claim 41, Singer discloses the method wherein the updated version of the 
program code contained in the non-essential region comprises updated program code 
for BIOS in the computer system(see column 3, lines 49-58). 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 9/29/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. Applicant argues that Singer does not teach, suggest, or describe 
"following copying the image file to the memory device, updating only the non-essential 
region in the memory device to update the optional program code for the computer 
system." Examiner disagrees as Singer discloses "selectively add, modify and/or 
remove BIOS components(including signed data 60(optional program code)) from the 
secure signed data(non-essential region) portion. Such adding, modifying and/or 
removing is completed after the BIOS update file 50(image file) is copied to the flash 
memory(memory device). 

Applicant also argues that Singer does not teach "wherein the at least one non- 
essential block comprises a header and at least one module." Examiner disagrees as 
Singer discloses a volume header 58(header) and a list of locations(at least one 
module). 

Applicant also argues that Singer does not teach, suggest, or describe 
"searching the non-essential region in the memory device for at least one module." 
Examiner disagrees as Singer discloses the list of locations(at least one module) in 
which is searched by the volume header in the signed data portion(non-essential 
region). 

Applicant finally argues that Singer does not teach, suggest, or describe "if the at 
least one module is found in the non-essential region, then executing the program code 
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in the at least one module, wherein the at least module in the non-essential region 
contains an updated version of the program code for the computer system." Examiner 
disagrees as Singer discloses the list of locations(at least one module) in the signed 
data portion(non-essential region) that contains updated code 62(updated version of the 
program code) for the computer system. 

Conclusion 

3. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Brown whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5932. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:00am to 
5:30pm(EST). 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIRS) system. Status information for the 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications are available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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